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the Baha'f world, to elect directly the members of the
International House of Justice, that supreme council that
will guide, organize and unify the affairs of the Move-
ment throughout the world. . . .
This national spiritual assembly, which, pending the
establishment of the Universal House of Justice, will have
to be reelected once a year, obviously assumes grave
responsibilities, for it has to exercise full authority over
all the local assemblies in its province, and will have to
direct the activities of the friends, guard vigilantly the
Cause of God, and control and supervise the affairs of the
Movement in general.
Vital issues, affecting the interests of the Cause in
that country such as the matter of translation and publi-
cation, the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, the teaching work, and
other similar matters that stand distinct from strictly
local affairs, must be under the full jurisdiction of the
national assembly.
It will have to refer each of these questions, even as
the local assemblies, to a special committee, to be elected
by the members of the national spiritual assembly, from
among all the friends in that country, which will bear to
it the same relation as the local committees bear to their
respective local assemblies.
With it, too, rests the decision whether a certain point
at issue is strictly local in its nature, and should be re-
served for the consideration and decision of the local
assembly, or whether it" should fall under its own province
and be regarded -as a matter which ought to receive its
special attention.
. . . It is the bounden. duty, in the interest of the Cause
we all love and serve, of the members of the incoming na-
tional assembly, once elected by the delegates at conven-
tion time, to seek and have the utmost regard, individually
as well as collectively, for the advice, the considered
opinion and the true sentiments of the assembled dele-
gates. Banishing every vestige of secrecy, of undue reti-
cence, of dictatorial aloofness, from their midst, they